August 1, 2007 – THE OWW NEWSLETTER – Edition #0002 by Brad Dykens

Hello everyone and welcome to the 2nd ever OWW Newsletter.  We are still working on developing an automated format for sending out future newsletters but since that is currently on the back-burner this one will be another manual test run.  
I want to get the word out about this Newsletter so everybody please forward this to at least 10 of your wrestling fan friends.  For the professional wrestlers who are seeing this, please show it to your fellow wrestlers and encourage all of them to contact me a.s.a.p. -  OWW features over 4000 profiles on OWW and we prefer it when we correspond directly with wrestlers being highlighted so we can present the most accurate content possible.  With that said… let’s get this party started!
SIX YEARS AND STILL GOING STRONG 

Happy birthday to OWW, happy birthday to OWW! Happy birthday, happy birthday - happy birthday to OWW! And many moooooore………. SPEECH! SPEECH! SPEECH!

That’s right friends, it's been six incredible years since the Online World of Wrestling opened its doors to the wrestling universe.  Through all its various incarnations, the OWW website has grown into a major phenomenon within the wrestling and sports-entertainment industry.  Not even an unforeseeable disaster several months ago could stop the progress of the greatest fan-based wrestling website in the universe.   

Over the past six years, OWW has forged relationships with all of the top wrestling promotions, as well as hundreds of wrestlers, wrestling personalities, backstage and office employees.  We are proud of the amazing support we have received from many important people within the business as well as many respected historians and thousands upon thousands of wrestling fans around the world (new and old).  It has been a constant source of amazement for myself, the founder and creator of Online World of Wrestling, after pouring my life into the project for SIX long years.  

This anniversary is especially sweet, due to the increased progression of the website over the past six months or so.  As many of you know, I sold my “baby” to a company in San Francisco called Black Pants Inc.;   BPI has strong connections with the Cauliflower Ally Club and many other wrestling organizations across the globe.  It goes without saying I wouldn’t hand my baby over without something in return, so BPI put me under contract to continue maintaining the website.  BPI CEO Jason Deadrich said it best when he told me, “the deal is off if you don’t come with it!”  So I’m happy being apart of the BPI family and if you look around the website today you can easily tell why.

The seventh year of online existence will feature the debut of many new features including an exclusive videos section where you can watch wrestling matches on your computer.  We could just leech off of YouTube like some sites but we prefer to develop original content here on the Online World of Wrestling website. 

A couple months ago we launched a news board on the site that had been an exciting and popular addition to the project.  As you could probably tell we have been constantly tweaking things on the news board in the pursuit of perfection.  We have also recently brought weekly Trivia contests back from the dead.  The Forums (OWWForums.com) has been under constant development with many new elements including a PPV Prediction Game and a one-of-a-kind Arcade.  We even have a downloadable Online World of Wrestling Toolbar (onlineworldofwrestling.ourtoolbar.com).

After the unfortunate debacle a couple months ago, we here at OWW really found out the wide spectrum of influence we have within the Internet Wrestling Community.  The unbelievable support from wrestlers, promoters, and hundreds of websites prompted me to initiate and strengthen my affiliations with as many of these sites as I could.  Thank you to everybody for staying in our corner.

What can you, the average OWW website surfer, look forward to in year number eight?  We will continue with much of the same level of excellence you have come to expect from the Online World of Wrestling.  We will carry on maintaining the site with regular daily updates packed with tons of original content that will knock out any copycats masquerading around the internet living off of someone else’s hard-earned reputation.  

Some of the great features the OWW Website continues to offer are over four thousand profiles, hundreds of galleries, thousands of photos, tons of event results, riveting columns, regular interviews, obituaries, promotional rosters, informational lists and archives, halls of fame, halls of shame, books, dvds, video games, a dictionary, weekly trivia, wrestlinks and much much more!  Even with all of that on our plate, we will keep everything as up-to-date as humanly possible. 

In addition to that we have affiliations with WrestleView.com, and several radio shows such as Wrestling Weekly, Monday Night Mayhem, In Your Head Online and others. Not to mention one of the greatest sites on the internet, ClickWrestle.com - which has a great selection of Streaming Media.
I wish to thank the following people for your unbelievable support of OnlineWorldofWrestling.com;   The BPI Team: Jason Deadrich, Melissa Anderson, Chynna Mai, Jason Kennedy (tech extraordinaire).  The OWW Team: Kirsty Quested (Editor), James Thomlison (Editor), Michael Tunnell (OWWForums.com), AlFyiavb (OWWForums.com).  As well as good friends J. Sutton (you know who you are), Serena M. Jordache, Georgiann Makropoulos (wrestlingfigs.com), Adam Martin , Paul Nemer, DTB (you know who you are), The Fight Network, Tim Stein, Doc Young, Les Thatcher, Mosh from MNM, Jack from IYHO, J.P. and Big Joe, Evan Ginzburg, April Hunter, Scott Teal, Kulsum Merchant, Gabe Sapolsky, Salem Hamaoui, Linda Bade, Sheldon Goldberg, Penny Banner, Princess Jasmine, Bill & Beverly Shade, Crimson Mask and all of the thousands upon thousands of people who visit the site.
I hope OWW can continue delivering the best historical information for many more years to come.  As always we would love to hear from you at oww@onlineworldofwrestling.com
WEDNESDAY TRIVIA CONTEST: 

The weekly Trivia contest has quickly become a very popular section of the website and has made Wednesdays one of our best days of the week.   Our 10-question Quiz’s are posted every Wednesday afternoon.  Ironically today is Wednesday and there is a new Quiz on the page right now!  What better way to fill the middle of the week with a fun little quiz to test your wrestling knowledge?  Best of luck to all participants!!
http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/news/?page_id=614
WWE GREAT AMERICAN BASH ON PPV
Great American Bash is in the books and WWE did not fail in making me extremely happy.  Happy, because I didn’t waste $40 on another crappy Pay-Per-View!  I was planning to skip the SummerSlam PPV as well due to the Jackass involvement but now that it appears they have cancelled that match I just might click the purchase button on my remote after all.   SummerSlam comes to you LIVE on August 26th, 2007.
Some quick notes from G.A.B. - it sounds like Hardy vs. MVP was a great match, and the Cena-Lashley match was probably well booked, but the rest of the card looks terrible.  Hornswoggle as Cruiserweight champion?  Give me a break!  And they say WCW was stupid for letting Ed Ferrara (Oklahoma) win the WCW Cruiserweight title.  I will never support an untrained model as WWE Women’s champion.  Anyway I won’t waste your time on this any longer.  Here are the results, if anybody is interested.
http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/results/wweppv/greatamericanbash07.html
RING OF HONOR ON PPV
A few weeks ago I checked out the “Respect is Earned” PPV.  As a true ROH supporter I was thrilled to see them take this next step.   The PPV itself was amazing and I hope a lot of wrestling fans took the opportunity to see an alternative wrestling product like ROH.  
Ring of Honor will be having more Pay-Pew-Views in the future so if you missed this one, be sure to watch the next one because you’re really missing out on a good show.
Official Ring of Honor DVD Reviews: http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/information/dvds/rohdvds.html
Official DVD Review by Brad Dykens
KayfabeCommentaries.com presents...
GUEST BOOKER with Kevin Sullivan

In an industry where original concepts are few and far between, KayfabeCommentaries.com has actually come up with a unique idea to release to the general wrestling public. KC owner Sean Oliver takes viewers on a trip back to 1984 when the wrestling industry, specifically the WWE, was on the verge of national expansion. Kevin Sullivan appears as the "Guest Booker," and was given the task of booking the entire twelve months of the year – but there's a catch; Hulk Hogan is nowhere to be found. 

Kevin Sullivan digs down into the shallow grave to resurrect some classic old-school booking philosophies. Sullivan makes a series of cuts to the roster and then raids several of the other territories, before re-booking the entire territory to build towards a huge Christmas Day show at the end of the year with major title matches and blow-offs to intense feuds. Sullivan covers the World title division, the Tag Team title division, the Intercontinental title division, and addresses several under-card scenarios. 

Deep down inside of every mark, there is a wannabe booker fighting to get out. This DVD is a really fascinating look into the mind of one of wrestling's top bookers. It's certainly not your typical shoot-style interview. Sullivan literally turns the territory up-side-down and puts forth a series of intriguing storylines. Here's a preview - you will probably be surprised by who he puts on top. I only hope there are more Guest Booker releases in the future. Are you looking for something different? Check out Guest Booker with Kevin Sullivan. 

Rating: 8.5 / 10 

http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/information/dvds/gbsullivan.html
Join TWITTER: I don’t know if anybody else is doing this, but I recently signed up for a free service called TWITTER at Twitter.com – The site asks “what are you doing right now?” and you can set it up to work on your cell phone so you receive these notes (like text messages) from friends any time they are sent.  I thought it might be a neat way for OWW followers to receive updates on the site or see random thoughts by myself and hear what I am doing or how I am feeling at any particular moment.  It’s a cheap form of mobile alert!  It’s kinda neat if you have a group of people exchanging updates and comments on a daily basis.  If you want to check it out sign up at Twitter.com and find me at http://twitter.com/owwcom
RECOMMENDED WEBSITES
There are a lot of wrestling-oriented books out there right now and it’s hard to choose which ones to read.  Scott Teal is one of the more respected publishers of wrestling books.  He is a wrestling fan and historian who helps old school wrestlers write their life story in a manner that does the wrestling business complete justice.  I highly encourage checking out CrowbarPress.com and browsing the selection of books such as Ivan Koloff, The Assassin, Ole Anderson, Bruiser Brody, JJ Dillon, and many more to come.
http://www.crowbarpress.com
http://www.1wrestlinglegends.com
Ring of Honor Race To The Top Tournament Results: 
July 27, 2007 – http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/results/roh/070727.html
July 28, 2007 – http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/results/roh/070728.html
RECENT BOOK REVIEWS 
I recently read a great historical book about the National Wrestling Alliance and enjoyed it very much.  I wrote a very positive review which can be viewed here: 

http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/information/books/nwa.html
I am currently working my way through the “Pro Wrestling Hall of Fame: The Heels” book by Greg Oliver and Steve Johnson.   What a phenomenal book this is you should expect another positive review when I am finished with this book.

*** Official OWW.com ROH DVD Reviews by Brad Dykens ***
December 23, 2006 - FINAL BATTLE '06 - Manhatten, New York

Excerpt: Then it was time for the main event of the night, the main event of the year, and the main event of Homicide's life. Six months of successful booking led to the culmination of "American Dragon" Bryan Danielson defending his ROH World championship against the "Notorious 187" Homicide. It was literally a do-or-die scenario for New York City's own Homicide, who said he would QUIT Ring of Honor if he failed to win ROH Gold before the end of 2006. The match started out very methodical, but then turned nasty when Adam Pearce and Shane Hagadorn made good on your promise to do everything they could prevent Homicide from winning the World title. The referee wisely refused to rule it a DQ finish and sent the invaders packing. A little while later the intensity came to a plateau when Danielson applied a submission move on Homicide, who dragged himself to the ropes but Danielson wouldn't release the hold and begged for a DQ but the referee again wisely refused to end the match in that manner. Homicide recovered and miraculously nailed Danielson with a Cop-killa but the champion somehow reached the ropes to make sure the match continued. Homicide retrieved the ring bell from ringside and threatened to use it but the referee confiscated it immediately (for Homicide's own good). However, Danielson low-blowed Homicide behind the referee's back and went for a small package roll-up on the challenger. Just then you could feel a sudden depletion of oxygen in the building as the crowd collectively gasped, believing Bryan Danielson was going to steal yet another sneaky victory and probably cause a massive riot. Homicide kicked out used a stiff Lariat to finally pin the champion as the fans blew the roof off the building ( 9.5 / 10 ). Homicide had an extended celebration with the fans, his friends, and some wrestlers from the back - most notably Samoa Joe. Bryan Danielson surrendered the ROH World belt, as is the custom, and showed respect to the NEW Ring of Honor World Champion.

To read the entire review, check out the following URL: 

http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/information/dvds/rohfinalbattle06.html
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
I had a big list of acknowledgements in the Birthday message at the beginning of this Newsletter so I will quickly say thank you to the BPI Team, the OWW Team, and everybody who takes the time to read these Newsletters and supports Online World of Wrestling.   
THAT’S A WRAP
I have many ideas in my head but it will take some time to put them into action.   I’m thinking of doing more editorial stuff, providing my own commentary on certain subjects, maybe a mailbag or a special challenge to OWW readers.  I encourage everybody to send feedback and ideas to oww@onlineworldofwrestling.com
Brad Dykens (Editor in Chief)

OnlineWorldofWrestling.com

This Week’s Plugs: 

http://www.owwforums.com
http://www.myspace.com/owwcom
http://www.twitter.com/owwcom
http://www.clickwrestle.com
http://www.caulifloweralleyclub.org
http://www.1wrestlinglegends.com
http://www.crowbarpress.com
http://www.wrestleview.com
http://www.gerweck.net
http://www.chickfight.tv
http://www.shimmerwrestling.com
http://www.cheerleadermelissa.com
http://www.kayfabecommentaries.com
http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/oww/affiliates.html
