September 1, 2007 – THE OWW NEWSLETTER – Edition #0003 by Brad Dykens
Hello everyone and welcome to the 3rd ever OWW Newsletter.  Unfortunately we are still working on developing an automated format for sending out future newsletters – cross your fingers and hopefully it will be ready for Edition #0004.  
ONLINE WORLD OF WRESTLING:
Well the big Online World of Wrestling “Birthday Bash” last month was a complete success.  I wish to say thank you to the hundreds of congratulatory emails I received as well as the comments on various message boards and our little MySpace page too.  Our new tagline, “Six Years and Still Going Strong,” are words that couldn’t be closer to the truth.  In reality, Online World of Wrestling is stronger than ever and I’m pleased with everything we’re doing and the direction we are going with the website.

I’m looking forward to six more years, and then another hundred years after that.  I’m thrilled that you’re all coming along for the ride.  My endless thanks for your support.
WEDNESDAY TRIVIA CONTEST: 

The weekly Trivia contest was initially a big hit but its popularity has decreased over the past few weeks.  Our 10-question Quiz’s are posted every Wednesday afternoon.  What better way to fill the middle of the week with a fun little quiz to test your wrestling knowledge?  Here’s the latest Quiz… best of luck to all participants!!
http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/oww/trivia/index.html
IN MEMORANDUM: 
It’s been a terrible summer wrestling deaths.  

The Missing Link: http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/profiles/m/missing-link.html
Brian Adams: http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/profiles/c/crush.html
Bronko Lubich: http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/profiles/b/bronko-lubich.html
Karl Gotch: http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/profiles/k/karl-gotch.html
Tor Kamata: http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/profiles/t/tor-kamata.html
Scott Dumas: http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/profiles/s/scott-dumas.html
John Kronus: http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/profiles/j/john-kronus.html
Moondog Nathan: http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/profiles/m/moondog-nathan.html
Ronnie P. Gossett III: http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/profiles/r/ronnie-p-gosett.html
Also old school ladies wrestler Lita Marez passed away in July.
http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/information/obituaries.html
JOIN THE ONLINE WORLD OF WRESTLING TEAM: 
We’re looking for dedicated wrestling fans to become apart of the large team of correspondents that go out to hundreds of independent wrestling events across the country and report back to myself with results and various other contributions. 

Your duties as an official OWW correspondent would include simply sending in results for the shows that you attend. You could go one step further and get some good clear close-up photos of any wrestlers that appear on the shows and contribute them to the OWW project. If you really want a challenge, you can approach the promoter and introduce yourself as a member of OWW.com and let them know what OWW is doing for them. Heck, you may get free admission if they know you're helping to promote them - but don't hold your breath or press your luck. You may also choose to approach the wrestlers and ask them about information pertaining to their profiles (please, ONLY existing profile. No NEW profiles unless previously authorized). You could also do an interview with one of the top guys if you want to put the time in to do it (Note: Please run it by me before you pursue an interview to get the go-ahead). What you do or don't do is up to you, as long as you send in results for the shows that you attend – that’s the main thing. Not a lot of detail is required, just winners & losers, title ramifications and basic storyline information... for example: 

January 10, 2007--Random Wrestling Federation - SampleMania in Somewheresville, Texas: Jeffrey Simpson b Fred Taylor w/Psycho Sam, Killer Kowboy vs Jim Bob ended in a draw after Giant Abdullah interfered, Harry Amps b Tick Toc Ted to win the Television title, Assassin #10 vs Greg Schits ended in a No Contest, Dale Thunderfoot b Cowboy Gary Todd in an Indian Strap match, Captain Tredmill & Loverboy Simms b Bill & Ted (Ted turned on Bill), Terry Acker b Mitch Digger to win the RWF Heavyweight title.. [reported by "Your Name"]

http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/oww/contact-correspondents.html
WWE SUMMERSLAM ON PPV: 
The 20th edition of WWE SummerSlam on PPV is in the books and I have to say, as usual, despite the echoes of negativity bouncing around the Internet, I really enjoyed the show.  The main event was truly one of the greatest matches in a long time and even the legion of Cena-haters have to admit, Cena vs. Orton was an electrifying match and if you weren’t captivated by the drama and intrigue then unfortunately you allowed yourself to get too consumed by the mass hysteria developing around Cena’s dominant reign as WWE champion.  I, for one, support John Cena; I’ll continue to support the man until he stops having good matches.  John Cena continually has good matches with everyone he is paired up with.  Heck, he even squeezed a decent match out of the Great Khali.  Isn’t that the kind of wrestler you want carrying the torch?  One of John’s more admirable qualities is that he is first and foremost a huge fan of professional wrestling.  He’s making a ton of money, but he is not there primarily for the money.  As an outsider sitting in the audience, I can sense that John Cena is truly living his dream.   I get the same feeling about Edge, Christian Cage, C.M. Punk, Ric Flair, Chris Harris, and very few others.    So I respect John Cena and hope he keeps the WWE championship longer, because that’s the only way to transform the belts into significant and important championships.  
The rest of the show was very good.  Not one match stood out as a bad performance, except possibly the Khali/Batista match with a cheap non-finish.  We can now look forward to a huge gimmick match at Unforgiven, possibly the return of the Punjabi Prison match?  I, like many others, was surprised that Umaga and John Morrison both retained their championships.   It was strange that Umaga pinned Mr. Kennedy clean in the middle of the ring during their triple threat match which included Carlito Cool.  Of course, they’re stretching the Morrison/Punk storyline a little bit further because there is nothing else on ECW worthy of replacing that program.  I am really digging John Morrison’s new gimmick and I have to commend him on taking great steps towards improving his promo skills.  His delivery is flawless and reminds me a little bit of Raven, except with line-liners.  His wrestling skills are improving too, so I have no problem with him keeping the ECW title for now.  It’s too bad Punk isn’t on RAW or SmackDown!, because he would be a great Intercontinental or United States champion.  

Rey Mysterio’s return was in question when I first saw him pop out from under the stage.  I actually thought it was somebody else and he was going to sneak in through the crowd or something.  I guess Rey has enjoyed his time away from the ring, reaping the benefits of his wife’s home-cooking.  It took some time for Rey get back into the groove but by the end of the match he was just like his old self.   My only wish is that they drop the Rey/Chavo feud now and let Mysterio move on to something new. 

Triple H, in many ways, was the main event of the night and even a guy like me, who has been one of the biggest HHH critics over the past years, was really happy to see him back in the ring.  Triple H also looked a little soft, compared to when we last saw him; However, knowing everything that we know now, I think he looks better than ever.  Triple H is the one man who can prove that you can be successful in the WWE without a “chemically enhanced” physical appearance.  His match with King Booker was pretty good but it was unfortunate they he had to bury the Book so badly at the end.  The next night on RAW, Triple H was already back doing his one man DX band gimmick harassing and humiliating Vince McMahon.   

To read full results for SummerSlam 2007 click the following link: 
http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/results/wweppv/summerslam07.html
Join TWITTER: I don’t know if anybody else is doing this, but I recently signed up for a free service called TWITTER at Twitter.com – The site asks “what are you doing right now?” and you can set it up to work on your cell phone so you receive these notes (like text messages) from friends any time they are sent.  I thought it might be a neat way for OWW followers to receive updates on the site or see random thoughts by myself and hear what I am doing or how I am feeling at any particular moment.  It’s a cheap form of mobile alert!  It’s kinda neat if you have a group of people exchanging updates and comments on a daily basis.  If you want to check it out sign up at Twitter.com and find me at http://twitter.com/owwcom
RECOMMENDED WEBSITES: 
My old friend, Mr. Tim Stein, from Calgary, Alberta, Canada has informed me that his popular radio show “Wrestle Talk Radio” has changed its name to “Wild Talk Radio.”  They have changed the starting line up and will now feature Stein and his co-host Internet Dave talking about various wrestling topics and will also open up the discussion to include sports talk as well as MMA.  The show is currently on Sunday night’s but they are considering a move to Saturdays to fill the void left by Wrestling News Live.

Check them out at http://www.wildtalkradio.com
RECENT DVD REVIEWS 

New England Championship Wrestling presents……

World Women’s Wrestling: Roxx vs. Ariel

New England Championship Wrestling is a Massachusetts-based promotion that has been around for over seven years now and has developed one of the most polished reputations in the wrestling industry. Promoter Sheldon Goldberg was one of many who recognized the demand for good quality women's professional wrestling, so he created an all-female promotion called World Women's Wrestling in 2006. They had their first show in March and by August they were ready to crown the first ever WWW champion! Nikki Roxx was the reigning NECW Women's champion and Ariel was the PWF Mayhem Women's champion, so they decided to book a unification match to establish a championship of the highest quality. If the intrigue of crowning a brand new champion wasn't enough, they went ahead and threw the rule-book out the window and made it a No Holds Barred, No DQ, No Countout, No Time Limit, Must Be a Winner match and that recipe proved to be an appetizing combination for the fans in Somerville on August 13th, 2006.

To read the entire review check out the following web link: 
http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/information/dvds/wwwroxxariel.html

RECENT Ring of Honor DVD REVIEWS 

Ring of Honor – Dedicated (The Briscoes vs. Aries & Strong): http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/information/dvds/rohdedicated.html

Here’s an excerpt from my review for DEDICATED: “Samoa Joe's feud with Pro Wrestling NOAH has begun with NOAH representative Nigel McGuinness stepping up to the plate to defend the company he works for in Japan. As the Joe/Nigel match got started, I couldn't believe this wasn't even the main event. We have three more matches to go! ROH has more BANG for your $buck$. What an incredible story involved with this match, as Nigel was taking the task so seriously that he refused to give or tap out to Joe, who became increasingly frustrated with Nigel's courage." 

Ring of Honor – Battle of the Icons (Homicide vs. Samoa Joe): http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/information/dvds/rohbattleoftheicons.html

Here’s an excerpt from my review for Battle of the Icons: “The road of Homicide hit an enormous speed bump in the form of ROH legend Samoa Joe. In a match that is so epic, so noteworthy, so intriguing, it could only be dubbed the ‘Battle of the Icons’." 

RECENT BOOK REVIEWS 

Pro Wrestling Hall of Fame: The Heels

By Greg Oliver and Steven Johnson

Finally there's a book on the over-flowing wrestling literature market dedicated to the wrestlers that we, the enthusiastic legion of marks, absolutely love to hate. We call them bad guys, villains, or evil-doers, but in the carnival world of professional wrestling, they are known as "HEELS." The purpose of a wrestling heel is to create a buzz around a match or a storyline and influence the marks (fans) to buy tickets and maybe a little merchandise too - this "buzz" is called "HEAT." The heat generated by these sultans of immorality is ultimately the catalyst that builds up our favorite wrestlers, the ones we cheer for, into bonafide heroes. So in essence, the heel is the most important responsibility in a professional wrestling environment. 

Established wrestling journalists, Greg Oliver and Steven Johnson, hit the road to conduct hundreds of interviews with wrestlers, managers, promoters, historians and many others to piece together mini-biographies of about seventy-five of the most hated grapplers of all-time. Starting with a top twenty, and then cycling through several categories such as Pioneers, Madmen, Monsters, Technicians, Foreigners and several others (I'm not going to spoil it for you!). All of your favorite bad guys are found in the latest publication in the "Pro Wrestling Hall of Fame" series. Previous Pro Wrestling Hall of Fame books featured compelling stories about Canadian wrestlers, and Tag Teams - both highly recommended. 

My personal favorite heel of all-time, The Sheik, did make it to the top twenty but did not place first as I would have prophesized; however the top twenty is a veritable who's who of wrestling villainy.

To read the entire review check out the following web link: 
http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/information/books/hofheels.html

WHAT’S YOUR SIGN?
Ladies and gentleman, boys and girls, children of all ages; welcome to the first ever OnlineWorldofWrestling.com fanatics challenge - entitled "What's Your Sign?". 
Here's the deal........ I want you to send in pictures of yourself, yourselves, or other people, holding some kind of sign that says "OWW" or "OnlineWorldofWrestling.com" or something related to OWW on it. Here are some fun suggestions and examples: 

http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/columns/oww/whats-your-sign.html
THE MAIL BAG: 

Starting next month, the OWW Newsletter will feature a mailbag section.  If there is anything you’ve ever wanted to ask me (Brad Dykens) about the website, or about wrestling, or about my opinions on wrestling or other topics feel free to send it in.  Just so your email doesn’t get grouped in with the thousands of emails I receive per month be sure to put MAIL BAG in the subject line.  I look forward to handling your inquiries!

oww@onlineworldofwrestling.com
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
I would like to give a shout out to AWA President Dale Gagne and thank him for his support over the years and wish him the best of luck with his operations.  The AWA is set up much the same as the NWA, with members all over the World.  To learn more about the AWA and its wrestlers - check out www.awastars.com
I would also like to thank Georgiann Makropoulos for her unbelievable support over the last six months.  To have such a beloved and respected wrestling journalist in your corner is indeed an honor and very much appreciated. Bless you Georgiann.
THAT’S A WRAP
I have many ideas in my head but it will take some time to put them into action.   I’m thinking of doing more editorial stuff, providing my own commentary on certain subjects. I encourage everybody to send feedback and ideas to oww@onlineworldofwrestling.com
Brad Dykens (Editor in Chief)

OnlineWorldofWrestling.com

This Week’s Plugs: 

http://www.owwforums.com
http://www.myspace.com/owwcom
http://www.twitter.com/owwcom
http://www.clickwrestle.com
http://www.caulifloweralleyclub.org
http://www.1wrestlinglegends.com
http://www.wrestlingfigs.com
http://www.crowbarpress.com
http://www.wrestleview.com
http://www.gerweck.net
http://www.awastars.com
http://www.chickfight.tv
http://www.shimmerwrestling.com
http://www.cheerleadermelissa.com
http://www.kayfabecommentaries.com
http://www.onlineworldofwrestling.com/oww/affiliates.html
